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“The Reason Why We Sing” 

It is customary at schools and other institutions throughout the country that 

Black History Month is celebrated with the singing of “Lift Every Voice and 

Sing”.  Referred to as “Black American National Anthem” this song has a 

wealth of historical meaning both as a commemoration to historical figures, 

but also as a way for African Americans to celebrate our heritage and free-

dom through music. 

On February 12, 1900, 500 students at the Stanton School in Jacksonville, 

Florida performed at Abraham Lincoln’s birthday with the singing of “Lift  

Every Voice and Sing”.  James Weldon Johnson, the principal of the Stanton 

School wrote the song for the students to perform to pay tribute to the           

honored guest at the celebration, Booker T. Washington.  

Johnson was passionate and deliberate in the words he chose for the song.  

He wanted a song that would not only honor the celebration and its special 

guest, but he wanted to tell the struggle of black people during slavery and 

their cry for liberation and freedom.   Lyrics like  “Lift every voice and sing” 

calling for everyone to raise their voices and sing about the freedom they  

experienced; lyrics like “Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has 

taught us, sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us”, and, 

“Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last, where the white gleam 

of our bright star is cast”; and, “God of our weary years, God of our silent 

tears”.  Lyrics like these serve as a metaphor that people of color have strug-

gled, yet we have made progress through God’s love for his people. 

Lift Every Voice and Sing was put to music in 1900 by James Johnson’s                 

brother, John Johnson, a musician and composer.  In 1919, the NAACP                                    

adopted the song as “The Negro National Anthem”.   

While the singing of hymns and gospel music has always helped to sustain 

people through their struggles, “Lift Every Voice and Sing” seems to unite 

everyone, regardless of their race or ethnicity.  Today African Americans and 

others throughout this country sing “Lift Every Voice and Sing” with a great 

sense of pride and celebratory spirit.   

So the next time you join in the singing of “Lift Every Voice and Sing” think about the reason the song was written, the encour-

agement and gratitude that James Weldon Johnson conveys through his lyrics. The thankfulness he expresses to God who was 

there through the oppression, who saw the pain of his people through their tears and a God who led us through it all and                

continues to stand with us today as we lift every voice and sing.  

By:  Ruby Thompkins 

DNS was victorious on the Trinity 

in the basketball game on                        

Thursday, February 11th. It was a 

great game! 

 

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

Let us march on till victory is won. 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has                                 

been watered, 

We have come, treading our path through the                                                               

blood of the slaughtered; 

Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

Thou Who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou Who hast by Thy might, led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where                             

we met Thee. 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we                               

forget Thee.           



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 
Business Directory 

Several members of the DNS family are current business owners or provide a service to 
the public.  As a way to show support we’re inviting all PEP members who own a busi-
ness to provide their information to be included in next month’s newsletter. A section 
will be devoted to sharing information about your business and/or product. 
 
 If you would like for your business/service to be included, please provide the following 
information: 
 
 Name of Business 

 Owner’s Name 

 Address of Business 

 Hours of Operation 

 Type of service provided (please provide 2-3 sentences that clearly describes your 
business) 

 Social media sites (facebook, twitter, etc.) 

 Picture of logo or business location 

 

 

Please note that this is strictly voluntary! 
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Check out our featured DNS Students, Anthony Lantigua a graduate of DNS and High Point 

University. Anthony was in the first graduating class in the DNS. After graduating from DNS, 

Anthony Cary attended the Academy. Later he enrolled at Elon University, where he graduat-

ed in 2013 with a degree in Business Administration. Anthony is now gainfully employed in 

Quality Assurance at a major clinical research company in the area. Although DNS has 

stopped Anthony never forget the lessons he learned as a student in DNS. 

What is the most important life lesson that Durham Nativity taught you? 

 Definitely would say the value of perseverance. My fellow peers and I came from 
rough backgrounds, each possessing potential, but not understanding how to 
apply it and push onward. I learned talent alone would not sustain me, there 
needed to be grit and determination. 

 

How did Durham Nativity prepare you academically? 

DNS provided me an amazing education second to none. Our professors were highly educated and qualified individu-
als. Their courses were well organized, and always challenged us to the next level. It was very much oriented on pre-
paring us for the future, it paved the way for us to have successful academic careers. 

 

What do you want to do in the future? 

This is still a bit tentative in my mind, haven't quite nailed down all the details. A few things are certain. I want 
to be financially stable, to the point where I no longer need to work, I work because I want to. I want to own 
real estate, that's several years down the line. I want to leave a positive legacy in my community. 

 

If you could give one piece of advice to current DNS students, what would it be? 

Work hard now, don't wait until you're a junior in high school to feel the need to push yourself. The level of intensity you 

demonstrate now, will determine your trajectory in the future. You tackle life hard now, it will be easier later. You take it 

easy now, it will get harder later. You decide. 
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